Ossining Athletic Booster Club

Monthly Meeting 1/10/2012

At 7:05 pm Jackie Kopera called the meeting to order.  After brief Board introductions were made the meeting started off with Coaches  & Captains.

Modified Boys Basketball was represented by Kyle, Jerry, Chris, Joe and Coach Mery.  No games have been played yet with their first game being tomorrow (1/11/2012) against Port Chester.  The team has been practicing together since November 28 and is working very hard.  The boys are like a big family.

Modified Ice Hockey was represented by Coach Ninos, players John and Wilson.  This year’s team is small.  But, what it is lacking in size, it makes up for in intensity.  They are working on Community Service by reading to Claremont kids.  They have been practicing together since November 10.  There are currently two girls on the team.  Practice is held one day a week at Brewster Ice Arena (with Varsity), Vets Park doing in-line skating when weather permits and is also head indoors at Roosevelt or in the weight room at OHS.  The team recently lost to Somers but beat Byram Hills and tied John Jay CR.  There are a couple more games coming up against Harrison and Somers.  The team recently traveled to West Point with the Varsity squad.  They thanked the Booster Club for supplying the As and Cs for Asst and Captain letters for their jerseys.
Varsity Wrestling was represented by Coach McCrae and Captains Alex, Gregory, Trent and DeVante.  The squad has been working hard 6 days a week, but recently lost a match to Croton.  Tomorrow is the 5th Annual Veterans Match and Dinner.  The team will be up against Byram Hills.  This is a great event where the team hosts Vets from Montrose to come see the event and have dinner.  The Veterans bring a lot of positive energy with them.  New T-Shirts were made and the Vets will receive sweatshirts.  The match starts at 4:30 and dinner is served at 6.  DeVante spoke of a cap he was given after a prior Veteran’s Match and told everyone that he brings it with him at each annual event as a reminder.

Boys Swimming was represented by Captains Matt and Dan.  Coach Baker was not able to make it.  They have had three meets so far with no wins.  The relays are good and they have already qualified for sectionals.  There are about 7 or 8 new swimmers that are doing well.  The team is about 22 kids and has been working together since mid December.  The team is new at only 5 or 6 years old.  The hope is that the rec team the Spartans will grow into OHS swimmers!

Varsity Ice Hockey was represented by Coach Yonkler and Captains Zach and Jackson.  This year there is a great group of kids and they have been practicing and working hard since early November.  There is good chemistry and they play well together.  They had a close call with school budget issues, but came through.  The new home ice is at Brewster Ice Arena.  The team record this year is not that great, but they report that it is better than last year.  They are looking forward to the playoffs.
Varsity Gymnastics was at a meet so Sharon and Cindy (who have daughters on the team) spoke briefly.   The team only has 7 meets but works very hard for those meets, including the set up and break down of equipment.  They beat Scarsdale on Monday and were at Edgemont this evening.  There is only 1 senior this year and there are two new 7th graders.  The team Captains are Gina and Annie.

Girls Varsity Basketball was represented by players Christine and Melanie.  The team had their first 100 pt game a couple of weeks ago.  This year they are looking towards Sectionals.  Next year they hope to change leagues.  MSG Varsity will be covering the upcoming Peekskill and Irvington games.  They spoke briefly about the Girls JV Team saying they have been very successful and contain several talented 8th graders.
The regular meeting was started with a talk by Cindy Winter about the upcoming Bond Proposal.  She presented handouts and filled everyone in on the upcoming meeting for Wed 1/11 at Roosevelt.  The decision was going to be made as to whether or not to go ahead with the referendum.

Jackie updated the Club on Membership.  Currently there are approximately 89 members with 64 MVPs.  She also stated that merchandise sales have been minimal since before the holidays.

She reminded everyone of the Vets Dinner set for tomorrow 1/11 and also about the Athletes Appreciation Dinner set for Feb 2.  Set up for both will be between 3:30/4.  Tuscan Grille has been an enormous help with the catering of events like these.  

Lucy spoke about Concession.  She made her last deposit of $129 from the last football game.  There is some inventory left that might be used during the upcoming dinners.

Carole was not in attendance but the Club was informed that transactions were minimal including a couple of deposits and one check for $50 to cover the As and Cs for Ice Hockey.

Varsity Baseball came to the meeting to speak about their request/need for new batting cages.  The team was represented by Coaches Casey & Hazen and players Matt, Greg and Zach.   The existing batting cages were damaged beyond repair during the late October snow storm.  There is no insurance to cover damages and no monies in the budget.  Thanks to Bob Dub ray and Dave’s Fences, cheaper means of replacement are being looked at.  If a system is installed that utilizes pulleys and drop nets, the cost is approximately $4,000 compared to the $7,000 originally thought.  The team is look at fundraising and is seeking help from The Ossining Athletic Booster Club, Jesse Collyer, Ossining Matters, and the local travel teams to help create the necessary funds for equipment replacement.  There is a Federico Tournament scheduled for April 14 and 15 at AMD to help generate additional funds.  The Booster Club is being invited to run the Concession Stand.  Coach Casey took full responsibility for not ensuring the protection of the lost equipment and will make it his responsibility to ensure that going forward the new equipment will be maintained properly.  It was suggested that the Batting Cage maintenance and care become a Captain’s responsibility so that replacement is not necessary again.  The boys in attendance spoke of the important part the cages play in practice and the importance of the team practicing together.  The OABC suggested that Coach Casey put a proposal together that will be reviewed by the Board.

Lucy needed to bring the OABC members up to speed on a problem that has arisen regarding the newly hung signs outside of the gym.  It appears that errors are now being pointed out by various individuals including students.  And, three signs/teams were missed and now have to be created.  Those include Girls Lacrosse, Golf and Softball.  It will cost approximately $300 more dollars to make the necessary corrections to the existing signs.  Also, she is now hearing from the public regarding the Sectional and Regional signs slated to be hung in the gym.  She is awaiting final figures before moving forward.

Sharon brought up the need for the creation of the annual Scholarship Committee.  Dayle Carosi, Lucy Dubray, Cindy Winter, Pat LoFaro and Sharon will comprise this year’s committee.

Lucy made a motion to accept last month’s minutes.  It was seconded by Dayle. 

Mr. LoFaro spoke of Trent’s peanut allergy and expressed concern over the foods being served at the various dinners.  Lucy was going to contact Tuscan Grille to see if they could abstain from using Peanut Oil.  The group was in agreement that this is something that needs to always be considered.

Jackie made a motion to adjourn at 8:25.  It was seconded by Sharon.

